














Most artists see their artwork sitting on a wall
or their mural on the outside of some building.
As a nose artist, getting a chance to see your
artwork fly is rewarding. Being able to fly in
it brings a whole new meaning to the word.
It’s not like a mechanic that troubleshoots a
problem, replaces a part or two, safety wires it
and sends it on its way. The art adds so much
of who I am to it; it’s much more personal than
just adding a part to the airframe. When I get
the chance to spend hours personalizing the
aircraft, getting to know the owner, then go for
a hop in the aircraft, it is always a realization
of a lifelong dream. If fate dictated I couldn’t
be a fighter pilot, at least I’ve been blessed
with the chance to spend a few hours here and
there with a flight helmet on my head, sound
reverberating through every pore of my body,
a huge smile on my face—and my nose art on
the side of the aircraft!

The nostalgia and concept surrounding nose
art draw people in. It forms a connection
between the aircraft, the crew, and the average
person on the flight line. The aircraft takes on a
personality people can grab on to, and in many
cases relate to. Hopefully, it connects them
with their past, as well as their country’s.

I always enjoy seeing people’s reaction
when they first see my nose art. At a recent
air show, an elderly man came up and
stood in front of an F-14A Tomcat on static
display. | watched as he put his hand on the
fuselage as he was looking at the nose art
called Gotcha, Baby... It was a re-creation
of nose art carried by one of the last F-14s
in the Navy’s inventory. Striking up a
conversation, he said the art reminded him
of some of the B-25 nose art he saw as a
ground crewman during World War Two.
We had a great conversation about the nose
art he remembered seeing. It was amazing to
be taken back in time through his memories,
and it certainly was an honor to meet him.

I’m honored owners of such beautiful aircraft
enjoy what I do as I personalize their warbirds.
From art conception to preliminary sketches,
from the first brush stroke to progress photos,
to the day they first see the completed work, I
strive to make each painting a masterpiece. I’ve
also been honored to form great friendships
with the owners, and I look forward to
continuing the tradition of adding the ‘final
touch’ to these aircraft.

More of Don Ricci’s work can be seen at
www.noseartguy.net.®
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